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Adults getting serious
about treehouses
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Hindu temple
planned for
development
near Maricopa

County supervisors approve 892-lot
pmject)l/se\?:n miles southwest of city
despite some residents’ opposition

ALAN LEVINE
Wiriter

FLORENCE — The Pinal
County Board of Supervisors has
approved a large planned com-
munity about seven miles South-
west of Maricopa, despite some
last-minufe opposition from resi-
dents.

A request for a zone change
and overlay district by Sujatha
and Suri Gunnala to develop the
892-Iot Gunnala Farms on a 265+
acre parcel at the northwest corner
of Miller and Ralston roads had.
sailed through the Pinal County
Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion without a hitch and received:
‘aunanimous recommendation for

approval. Supervisor David Snid-
er, in whose district the project is
Tocated, seemed a bit surprised at

having recently received a fow
e-mails stating opposition (o the
development.

Two area residents appeared at
‘Wednesday's. supervisors meet-
ing to voico their opposition,
mainly due (o an increase in
raffic, estimated at 1,400 more
vehicles on Ralston Road. Other
reasons were an additional bur-
den on the local fire department,
densily issues and a question as
to whether sales of homes would
be restricted to. people of the
Hindu faith. 3

“The laiter concem was raised
over the fact that & small por-
tion of the property has been set
aside for the construction of a
Hindu temple. Services are cur-
tently being held in a temporary
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structure, Snider quickly put that
concern 1o rest by pointing out
that federal law  prohibits any
kind of discrimination in home
sales and rentals.

Attorney Court Rich, repre-
senting the applicants, explained
that although some worshippers
might wish to live close (o the
temple, the plan is to create a
diverse community containing
mostly low-density housing with
L-acre lots on the perimeter and
& higher-density, duplex housing
area, located around a_10-acre
commercial area, that is fo be
known as Hero Housing, meant
to_accommodate teachers, fire-
fighters and other public work-
ers.

Prior to the start of the session,
Pinal County Elections Dircctor
Gilbert Hoyos was honored by
the board, county employees and
family members for 27 years of
seryice. Hoyos' retirement will
take effect on March 31,

‘The board voted unanimously
to deny a request by Corby of
Aizona for a non-major compre-
hensive plan amendment from
rural area (o rural community on a
5-acre parcel south of Lost Dutch-
‘man State Park in northem Pinal.
The case had been forwarded by
the planning commission with a
recommendation for denial. Prior
o the start of the meeting, the
board had been informed  that
the applicant had requested that
the case be withdrawn from the

board's zoning agenda, However,
Supervisor Bryan Martyn asked
that the board not allow the case
10 be withdrawn but instead sug-
gested that it be given an up or
down vote,

“This has been a very con-
troversial case,” Martyn said.
“Folks in the area have been
vehemently opposed (o it, and
I'm concerned that if we allow it
o be withdrawn, it could come.
back to us in a month or two and
that_ wouldn't be fair to-those
residents that have spent so much
time and energy opposing it.”

Martyn said it was his under-
standing that if the case werc
denied, the applicant would have
to wait at least a year before
resubmitting the amendment
request and that would be prefer-
able,

‘The supervisors approved the
following requests:

M A special use permit by
Vidal Lopez to store farming
cquipment on a I-ace parcel
south of Eloy.

WA special use permit by
SaddleBrooke Homeowners
Association No. 2 to construct
and operate a 20-foot wircless
tower (saguaro cactus  style)
within the northern portion of
SaddleBrooke.

B Alicense to hold the Coun-
try Thunder music festival from
April 1 10 4 at Canyon Moon
Ranch, northeast of Florence,

The  supervisors instructed
county attorneys fo commence
litigation against the following

entities:

W Gary Adair for violation
of a zoning ordinance at Base-
ball Park Estates west of Casa
Grande.

B Delorman Schultz for vio-
lation of a Pinal County zon-
ing ordinance at Baseball Park
Estates.

W Steve Escobedo and G.J.
Enterprises LLC for violations of
an ordinance in Oracle.





